Effect of mitral regurgitation on coagulation activity in atrial fibrillation.
We measured the plasma levels of molecular markers for thrombotic and fibrinolytic status in patients with nonrheumatic atrial fibrillation (AF) to investigate the relation between coagulation activity and mitral regurgitation (MR). Our findings demonstrated that a greater degree of MR was associated with less coagulation activity in patients with nonrheumatic AF, suggesting that MR protects against left atrial thrombus and systemic thromboembolism.